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DOME readers may, perhaps, conſider 
0 the following tecital in the ſame kind 
of light they do the Hiſtory of Robioſon 
Cruſoe: the truth of theſe adventures is, 
:owever, ſufficiently authenticated.— 
hen theſe unfortunate ſailors firſt arrived 
it Arch-Angel, they were examined by 
Mr Klinſtadts, Chief Auditor of the Ad- 
nirality of that city, who minuted down 
ll the particulars, which exactly corre- 
Eſponded with each account. Mr Le Loy, 
rote ſſor of Hiſtory in the Imperial Aca- 
Nemy of Petersburgh, ſome time after ſext 
or two of rhe men, viz. Alexis Himkoff, 
Himkoff his god ſon, to Petersburgh, from 
thoſe mouths he took the tollowing Nar- 
tive, which alſo agreed with Mr Klin- 
kitsminutes. The original was publiſh- 
d in the German language at Petersburgh, 


and 
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and thence tranſmitted to the ingenious I 


Mr Baaks, who with ſeveral other mem- It 


bers of the Royal Society, were ſo well It 
pleaſed with the account, that they Jo 
directed it to be tranſlated as follows, jr 


In the year 1775, one Jeremiah Oklad- IP 
moff. a merchant of Meien, in the governs I © 
ment of Arch-Angel, fitted out a veſſel 
carrving fourtcen men; ſhe was deſigned 
for Spitzbergan, to be employed in the. 
Whale Fiſhery. For eight ſucce ſſive ,; 
days after tłley had failed, the wind was 
ſair, but on the ni.ith-it changed; ſo that. 
inſtead of getting the Welt of Spitzberga 
the uſual place of rendevous for thips annu 
ally employed i1 the Whale Fiſhery, the 
were driven Eaſtward of thoſe Iflands 
and after ſom days they found themlelvegg,. 
at a ſmall diſta ce from one of them callec N 
Eaſt-Spitzbergan; having approached thi 
iſland, within almoſt two miles, thei 


vellel was ſuddealy ſurrounded with Te 3 
and they found themſel ves in an extreeml of 
_ dangerous ſituation, g dit 


In this alarming Kate a counc:] was helq fra 
when the mate, Alexis Himcoff, informeF'''g 
the 


EF-:3 


them, that he rccolleQed to have heard 
that tome of the people of Merten, tome 
time before, having furned a reſolution 
of wintering upon this iſland, and arccord- 
ingly carried from that city t.mber pro- 
per for building a hut, and had actually 
crcCted one at ſome diſtance fiom the ſhore, 


"ey. _ SS, g 


F This information induced the whole 
company to reſolve on wintering there 
f the hut, as they huped, ſtill remained; 

ſor they clearly perceived the emmir ent 
danger they were z, and that they muſt 
bit e vetably periſh if they continued in he 
2 Yip They diſpatched therefore four of 
NUYtheir crew in ſearch of the hut, ot any o- 
heuer fuccour they could meet with. Theſe 
dt were Alexis Himkof, thaamate; I wan 
lrenimkof, his go ſon; Stephen Scharapof, 


lee 3 
th nd Feodor Weregin. 


thei 
Ice 
eml 


As the ſhore on which they were to 
nd as uninhabited, it was neceſſary they 


edition. They had almoſt t xo miles to 
held travel over looſe ridges of ice, Which 


örme ting railed by the waves, and driving 
the againſt 


ould make ſome proviſion for their ex, 


x 
8 
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1 
againſt eaeb other by the wind, rendered! 
the way equally difficult and dargercus; 
providence therefore forbade them loading 
themſelves too much, left, being overs! 
burthened, they might fink in between 
the pieces of ice and periſh. 


Having thus maturely conſidered the 
nature of their undertaking, they provided 
themiclves with a musket and powders 
horn, containing twelve charges of pode 
with as many balls, an ax, a imall kettle 
a bag with about t, y pounds of flou 
a tinder-box and tinder, a bladder fill 
with tobacco, and every man his woode 
pipe. Thusaccout;ed, our ſailorsqu ck 
arrived on the ifland, little ſuſpectin 
what would befal them. 


They began with exploring the cou 
try; and ſoon diſcovered the, hut th: 
were in ſearch of, about a mile and a h. 
from the ſhore. It was thirty-fix feet 
length, eighteen feet in height, and 
many in breath. It contained a im 
anti-chamber, about twelve feet brod 
which had two doors, the one to ud 


(+) 


d from the outer zit, the other to form a 
x communication with the inner room; this 
gl contributed greatly to keep the larger 
fl room warm when once heated. In the 
nl large room u as an earthen ftove, cone 
ſtructed in the Ruſſian manner; that is a 
kind of oven without a chimney, waich 
er ves occaſionally either for baking, for 
heating the room, or, is cuſtomary among 
the Ruſhan peaſants, in very cold weather, 
ior a place to fleep upon. 

The reader muſt not be ſurprized at 
my mentioniag a room without CR 
for the houſes inhabited by the lower claſs 
of people in Ruſſia are ſeldom built other- 
wiſe. When a fire is kindled in one of 
thoſe ſtoves, the room, as well may be 
ſuppoſed, is filled with ſmoke; to give 
vent to which, the door and three or four 
windows are opened. Tbeſe windows 
are each a foot in height, and about (ix 
inches wide; they are cut out of the 
beams whereof the hopſe is built, and by 
means of a {liding board, they may, when 
occaſion requirey it, be ſhut very cloſe. 
When therefore a fire is made i in the ſtove, 
the fuoke deſcends no lower than the 
windows 


1 
windows, through which, or through the 
coor, it finds a vent, according to the di- 
' Tectio:.s of the wind, and perſons may 
continue in the room without feeling any 
great convenience from it. The reader 
will readily conject ure that the upper part 
of tuch a place, bet wen the windows and 
| the ceiling, muſt be as black as ebony; 
{ bur from the windows down to the floor, 
| the wcod is perfectly clean, and retains 


its natura! colour. | 
They repoiced greatly at having diſco- 
vered the hut, which had, however, 
| ſuffered much f:om the weather, it having 
| now been built a confiderable time; our 
d edventurers however contrived to paſs the 
night in it. Early next morning they 
baſtened to ſhore, impatient to inform 
their comrades of their ſucceſs; and alſo 
to procure from their veſſel ſuch provi- 
fions, ammunition and other neceſſasies, 
as might better enable them to winter on 
the iſland, ; 
leave the readers to imagine the aſto- 
niſhmert and agony of mind thote poor 
people muſt have feit, when on reaching © 


the place of their landing, they taw it d 
x thing 


1 
e thing but an open fea, free from the 
ice which, but a day before had covered 
the ocean A violent ſtorm” which had 
ariten during the night had certainly been 
the caſe of this diſaſtrous event But they 
coul not tell whether the ice which had 
before hemmed in the veſſel, agitated by 


2gainſt her, and ſhattered her to pieces; 
or whether ſhe had been carried by the 
current into the main: a circumſtance 
which frequently happens in thoſe ſeas, 
Whatever accident ha:! befallen the ſhip, 
they ſaw her no more, and as no tidings 
were ever afterwards received of her, it is 


4 moſt probable tha” ſhe ſunk, and that wy 
y on board of her periſhed. 

1 This melancholy event depriving the 
J unhappy wretches of all hope of ever 


being able to quit the Iſland, they return- 


! ed to the hut from whence they had come, 
full of horror and deſpair. 


- Their firſt attention was employed, as 
r may eaſily be imagined, in devifing means 
g of providing ſubſiſtence, and for repairing 


- Meir hut. The twelyc charges of pow- 
der 


the yoilencc of the waves, had been driven 


( 10 ) 
der they had broughr with them, 
100n procured them as many rain deer; 


the Iſland fortunately abounding in thoſe | 
animals. 


I have before obſerved, that the hut 
which the ſailors was ſo fortunate as to 
fina, hadi ſuſtained ſome d damage, and it was 
this; there were cracks in many places 
between the boards of the bu Icing, which | 
free:y admitted the air. This ineonveni- 
ency was, however calily remedied, 8s 
they had an ax, and the beams were fill | 
ſound, (for wood in thoſe cold climates | 
continues through a length of years unime | 
paired by worms ot decay) io it was eaſy 
for them to make the boards join again | 
very tolerably ; beſides moſs growing in | 
great abundance all over the lard, there 
was more than ſufficient to ſtop the crevices 


which wooden houſes muſt always be 
liable to. 


* irs of this kind coſt the unhappy © 
men *. leſs trouble as they were Ruſſians, 
far all Ruſſian plicalants are known to be 2 
| good Þ 
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good carpenters; they build their own 
| houſes and are very expert in handling 
the axe. 


The intenſe cold which make thoſe 
climates habitable to few ſpecies of animals 
renders them equally unfit for the produce 
tion of vegitables. No ſpecies of tree, or 
even ſhrub. are found on any of theIflands, 
of Spitzbergen; a circumſtance of 'the 
moſt ala ming nature to Sailors, With- 
out fire it was impoſſible to reſiſt the ri- 

our at the climate; and without woad, 

bo was that fire to be produced or ſup- 

ted? Providence however ſo ordered. 

it, that in this particatar, the ſea ſupplies 
the defect of the lanc. 


In wandering along the beach they col- 
lected plenty of wogd, which had bee 
driven aſhore by the waves; and which 
at firſt conſiſted of the wrecks of ſhips 
and afterwards of whole trees with theiz 
roots, the produce of ſome more hoſpite 
ble, but to them unknawn climate, which 
the overflowing of rivers, or other acci 
gents had ſent into the Ocean, This wi 


ng 


W 
rot appear incredible to thoſe ho have 
peruſed the journals of the ſeveral naviga- 
tors who have been orced to wis ter in 
Nova Zembla, or any other country in a 
ſtill more northern latitude, 


Nothing proved of more eſſential ſervice 
to the unfartunate men, during, the Arſt. 
year of their exil-, than ſome boards 
they. found upon the beach, having a 
long iron hook, ſome nails of about five 


or fix inches long, and proportionably 
b thick, and other bits of iron fixed in 
them; the A PRA relicks of ſome 
veſſels . way in thote remote 
parts. Udeſe were thrown aſhore by 


the waves, at a time when the want 
cf powder gave our men reafon to appte- 


| hend that they muſt fall a prey to 
hunger, as they had nearly conſumed 
"thoſe rein=deer they had killed. This 
locky circumſtance. was attended with 
another cqually fortunate; they found 
on the ſhore 4 root of a fir-tree, which 
nearly approached the figure of a bow. 


As 


hs 

As neceſſity has ever been the mother 
of invention, ſo they ſoon faſhioned this 
root to a good bow, by the help of a 


knife, but ftill wanted a ſtring my 
arrows. 


Not knowing how to procure theſe at 
preſent, they reſolved upon making a 
couple of lances to defend theme 
rgainſt the white bears, by far the moſt 
ferocious of their kind, whoſ: attacks 
they had great reaſon to dread, 


Finding they could neither make the 
heads of lances nor of their arrows with- 
out the help of a hammer, they contrived 
to foim the large iron hook mentioned 
above into one, by heating it, and wide- 
ring a hole it happened to have about 
its middle, with the help of one of their 
largeſt nails; This received the handle, 
and a round button at one end of the 
hook, ſerved for the face of the hammer. 
A large pebble ſupplied the place of an 
anvil; and a couple of rein-dcerg horns 
made the tongs. 


By 
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By the means of ſuch tools, they made 
two heads of ſpears; and after poliſhing 
and ſharpening, them with ſtones, they 
tied them as faſt as poſſible with thongs 
made of rein- deer skins, to ſticks about 
the thickneis of a man's arm, which they 
got from ſome branches of trees that had 
been calt on ſhore. 

Thus equipped with ſpears, they re- 
folved to attack a white bear; and after 
a a moſt dangerous encounter, they killed 
| the formidable creature, and thereby made 
| 
| 


a new ſupply of proviſions. the fleſh of 
this animal they reliſhed exceedingly, 
as they thought it much reſembled beef 


in taſte and flavour. The tendons they 


| ſaw with much pleaſure cculd, with little 
or no trouble be divided into filiments of 
what fineneſs they thought fit. This 
perhaps was the moſt fortunate diſcovery 
| theſe men could have made, for beſides 
other advantages Which will be after- 
[i mentioned, they were hereby furniſhed 
with ſtrings for their bows. 


The 


E 
The ſucceſs of our unfortunate i ſlanders 
lin making the ſpears, and the uſe theſe 
Iproved of, encouraged them to proceed, 
ind ro forge ſome pieces of iron into heads 
Jt arrows to the tame ſhape, chough ſome 
what ſmaller in ſize than the ſpears above 
mentioned. Having ground and ſharp- 
Jened theſe like the former, they tied them 
with the ſine ws of the white bears, to 
pieces of fir, to Which, by the help of 
fine threads of the ſame, they faſtened 
q icathers of fea fowl, and thus became 
poſſeſſed of a complete bow and arrows. 
Their ingenuity in this reſpect, was 
crowned with ſucceſs, far beyond their 
expectation; for during the time of their 
continuance upon the ifland, with theſe 
arrows they had killed no leſs than two 
hundred and fifty rein- ders, beſides a 
great number of blue and white foxes. 
The fleſb of theſe animals ſerved them 
aljo for food, ana other nece{/ary preſer- 
vatives againſt the intenſe coldiieſs of 4 
Jclungte ſo near the pole. 


T hey 
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They. killed, however, only teu white 
bears in all, and that not without the 


utmoſt danger; for thoſe anmals' being 
proaigioufiy ſtrong, dafonded themſelves 


with aſtoniſbing vigeur aud fury The | 


firſt our men. attacked deſignedly; the 
other nins they flew in defending them- 
ſelvet from their af] tuts; for ſome of 
tbr ſe creatures even ventured to enter the 
outer room of their but, in order to de- 
wear them. | . 


A repetition, however, of theſe fero- 
ciaus attacks, threw the poor men into 
great terror aud anxity, as they were 
in almoſt a perpet ual ae of beiag 
devoured 


The three Are: kinds of animals 
above-mentioned, vix. Ihe rem-arer, 
the plue and white foxes, ad the <white 
hears, wore the only food theſe coretched 


mariners taſie during their continuance | 


in this dreary abo1e. 


We donor at once ſee every reſource. It 
1s generally ne ceſſity that quickens our 
invention, opening by degrees our eyes, 


and 
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and pointing out expedients \ which other- 


wife might have occurred to our thoughts. 
The truth of this obſervation our four 
ſailors experienced in various inſtances. 
They were for ſome. time reduced to the 
neceſſity of eating their meet ra», and 
without either bread or falt, for they were 
quite deſtitute of both. 


The iatenſeneſs of the cold. together 
with the want of proper conven:ences, 
prevented them from cooking their vitu- 
als in a proper manner There was but 
one ſtove in the hut, and that being, ſet 
up agreeable to the Ruſſian tafte, Was 
more like an oven, and conlequ.ntly not 
well adapted for boiling any thing. Wood 
alio was two precious a commodity to be 
waſted in keeping up too fires; and 


the ore they might have made out of 
their habitation, to dre their victuzls, 


would in no way ſerve to warm then. 


Another reaſon az2aintt cooking in the 


open air, was the continua danger of an 
attack from the white bears And here [ 
muſt obſerye, that tuppule they had mac 


Vin 
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the attempt, it would fill have bten 
practicable only for ſome part of the yeat 
for the cold, which in ſuch a climate, 
ſcarcely ever abates from the abſence of 
the jun during fix tedious months; the 
inconceiveable quantity of ſnow which is 
conftantly falling through the preateſt 
part of the winter, together with the un- 
ceaſing rains at certain ſeatons; all theſe 
were infurmountable obſtacles to that 
expedient, | 


To remedy therefore, in ſome degree, 
the hardſhip of cating their meat half raw, 
they bethought themſelves of drying fome 
of their proviſtons during the ſummer, 
in the open air, and aſterward of hanging 
it up in the upper part of their hut. which, 
as mentioned before, aud was always con- 
tinually filled with ſmoke, down to the 
windows: it uns thus dried thoroughly 
by the help of that ſmoke. This meat, 
10 prepared, they uſed for bread, and it 
mads them reliſh their other fleſh the 
better, as they could only half dreſs it. 
Finding this experiment anſwer in every 


reſpet I 


CR" 
reſpect their: wiſhes they continued to 
practice it during the whole time of their 
conftnement upon the iſlind, and always 
kept up by that means, a ſufficient ſtock 
of proviſions. 


In this critical juncture, let us take a 1 
view of theſe deſtitute chriſtians; famine T 
| 


in a manner ſtill continued their door- 
kee per, while cold almoſt froze up the (| 
paſlage of life in every vein, their miſery 
was like wite augmented tc a great degree, 
, | from the dreadful apprehenſions of falling a 
» | prey to the fatal ravages of wild beaſts; 
f logs repeatedly encompaſſed their little 
| ut 


> | In this deplorable condition, the Al- 
mighty diſtributor of earhly events, 
canſed hope once more to revive within 
them ; who can imagine the extacy with 
J which their breaſts were filled on behold- 
ing a ſhip making for the land. Auxicty 
here diſplayed its powers, their very ſouls 
breathed forth in gales, to bring their 
ong=-wiſhed for vitſiants fafe on ſhore; 
he only object for their delivery, which 
ct Nas accompliſhed on the 29th ot Auguſt, 


1781: 


629 


1781; the ſhip proved to be a Ruſſian, 
drove out of her courſe by a ſtrong: gale 
of wind; they were then taken on board 


the veſſel, and ſafe conducted to their own 
country. | g 
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x Deſcription of _.- 
 Ifland of BARBADOES. 


HITS famous iſland is not only on 
of the chief of the Carribbees, ane 
moſt conſiderable, (except Jamaica) of a 
the Britiſh iſlands in America, but w. 
the firit ſettled and mother of our ſug 
colonies. It is ſituated in 59 degrees We 
longitude, and 15 degrees North latitud 
and the moſt eaſterly on all the winwar 
Iſlands; go miles South-Eaſt of Martinic 
nearly the ſame from Grenada, 60 
Faſt of St Vincent, 80 from St Lucia 
miles long, and 15 broad; computed 
the whole to contain 140 ſquare miles, 


T 
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reſolved to become adventurers thither. 


( 21 3 * 
This iſland, v hen the Engliſh fome: | 

time after the year 1625, firſt-lanced, 
was found the moſt deſtitute place imagi- 
nable. There was no kind, of beaſts, | } 
paſiu; C. Or Prey: YC! As the chmate. was | 
good, ard the foil apyzared fertile, ſome 
gentlemen of ſmall fortu e in England, 


The trecs were ſo large, and of a wood 
ſo hard and ſtubborn, that it was with 
great difficulty they could clear as much 
ground as was nece ſſary for their ſubſii- 1 
ence, By unremit ing perſeverance, hows- | | 
ever, they brought it to yield them al f 
tollerable ftuppoit; and they found that 
cott on and indis 0 agreed well with the ing 


and; that the tobacco, which was beginnin 
to come into repute in Eg land anſwered! | 
tolerably. I heſe proſpects, together a 
the form between the King and Parla- | 
ment, which was beginnir;g-to break out 
in Englana, induced many new ay venturers | 
fo tranſport themteives into this iflaind. 1 
And what is extremly remarkable, ſo! | 
great wa the increaie of P. ople 1 In Harba- 1 
abes, 2 5 Years after 1 us firſt  lettlement, 4 


tha | 


wy 
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that in 1650, it contained more than 
$50,000 Whites, and a much more greater 
number of negro and indian ſla ves; the 
latter they required by means not at all to 
8 their honour; for they ſeized upon all 
} thok unhappy men, without any pretence, 
un the neighbouring iſi nds, and curried 
them into ſla very. A practice, which has 
tendered the Carribee Indians irreconcile- 
able to us ever ſince. They had begun a 

little before this to cultivate ſugar, which 

ſoon rendered them exttreamly wealthy, 
The number of flavrs, therefore, was ſtill 

augm.nted; and in 1676, it is ſuppoted, 
& that their number amounted to foo, ooo, 

which, together with $50,000, make 
1 50,c00, on this imall 1pt; a degree of 
population unknown in tiolland, China, 
or any other part of the world, moſt 3 
renowned for numbers At this time 3 
| Barbadoes employed 400 Tail of ſhips, 
lone with another, of 151 tons, in their 
trade. DUheir annual exports in ſugar, 
[{andigo, ging-r, cotton, citron-water, was 
above 350,0001 and their circulating cafh 
at home was 200,000]... Such was the in- 
Jereaſe of population, trade and wealth, 
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1 
in the courſe ot 50 years. But ſince that 
time this Ifla»d has been much on the 
decline, which is to be attributed partly | 
to the growth of the French colonies, and 
partly to our own eſtabliſnments in the 
neighbouring iſi . The nuaibeis at prer 
ſent are ſaid to be 25,000 whites, ane 
100,000 flaves. 

Various ſorts of curious trees are foumd 
here among which are the royal palmetto, 
and leſs palmerto The latter grows 50 
feet high; the former , which is one of the 
moſt ſtatcly trees in the creation) is about 
70 feet high at twelve years growth, 180 
at 40 years, and at oo years (when it is | 
in perſection) it is 300 feet high, though 
but 3 in diameter. | he buſh or head is 
8o feet round, the leaves 18 feet longs | 
and yet the wo's are no b gger than ſwan 
quilis, nor the fruit than French grapes. 

The Barbadians uſed formerly to trade 
with Virginia for lumber, bread, ind ian 
corn. and other proviſion; with Guinea, 
for negroes; with Maderia, for wine; {| 
with Fayol, for brandy; with the iſles of | | 
May and Curaſſaw, for tilt; with Ireland, | 4 
for beef an pork; and all other goods they | | 


have 


— 


| : have one particular production, called 
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have from England. The voyage is ge- 
nerally 5 or 6 weeks outward bound, and 
6 or ſe ven homeward. 

They are ſubject to hurricans in July 
and Auguſt; but not ſo much as in the 
other Caribbees; and it is the moſt healthy 
iſland of any in theſe parts becauſe, un- 
leſs when there is a hurrican, they have 
always the advantage of an eaſterly wind, 
commonly called the trade wind _ 

The ſugar that is brought to England 
from hence, is much whiter and fi er than 
that of any other plantation; and they 


Bar badoes tar, which riſes out ot the earth, 
and ſwinis upon the ſurface of the water. 
It is of great uſe in the dry belly-ach, 
and in deſeaſes of the breaſt, 

The capital is Bridge-town on the 
South-Welt eoaſt of the Iſland, where 
the Governor reſides, whoſe office i is ſaid | 
to be worth oy per anna. 
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